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The Congressional Budget Office forecast a

federal budget surplus totaling $268 billion for
fiscal year 2001 and a budget surplus of over
$4.5 trillion over the next ten years. We are
the most powerful and richest nation on earth.
Economically, we can afford to end homeless-
ness among veterans. Morally, we must. Mor-
ally, there is no other choice that we can
make. We must make use of the full arsenal
of programs and tools to help homeless vet-
erans regain their self-worth, their dignity, their
pride and their self-sufficiency.

I am pleased the Heather French Homeless
Veterans Assistance Act of 2000 has already
received support from the Veterans Organiza-
tions Homeless Council. The members of the
Veterans Organizations Homeless Council
represent ten major national veteran service
organizations. These organizations are The
American Legion, AMVETS, Blinded Veterans
Association, Disabled American Veterans,
Jewish War Veterans, Military Order of the
Purple Heart, Non Commissioned Officers As-
sociation, Paralyzed Veterans of America, Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars and Vietnam Veterans
of America. The Veterans Organizations
Homeless Council ‘‘strongly supports the com-
prehensive recommendations advanced by
Congressman LANE EVANS, Illinois, in a legis-
lative proposal that will offer a strategic pro-
gram to break the vicious cycle of veterans
homelessness in cities and towns across this
Nation.’’

In addition, I am also very pleased this leg-
islation has won the support of Miss America
2000. Heather French has carried a torch of
compassion which has shown light on the
plight of America’s homeless veterans. She
has given voice to homeless veterans who
have been voiceless and visibility to homeless
veterans who have been invisible to society in
general. Her efforts have raised the aware-
ness of the American people regarding the
struggles and circumstances of the thousands
of homeless men and women who have
served our nation in uniform.

By her words and deeds Miss America 2000
has demonstrated her steadfast commitment
to leaving no homeless veteran behind. From
the halls of Congress, to homeless shelters,
and to communities across America, Heather
French has inspired us to a single goal—end-
ing homelessness among America’s veterans.
As Miss America 2000, Heather French has
well represented the Miss America Organiza-
tion—the largest provider of scholarship as-
sistance, exclusively for women, in the world.
As an advocate for our homeless veterans,
Heather French has maintained The Miss
America Organization tradition of many dec-
ades of empowering American women to
achieve their personal and professional goals,
while providing a forum in which to express
their opinions, talents, and intelligence. Her
year of service as Miss America will end next
month, but her commitment will not. She will
continue to speak for those who are voiceless,
seek shelter for those who have none, and re-
mind us of our obligation to those who have
served.

Heather French has said, ‘‘homeless vet-
erans want to be able to regain personal pride
by taking personal responsibility to remove the
barriers that have prevented their transition to
productive citizenship.’’ ‘‘I applaud this legisla-
tion that focuses on a comprehensive package
of proposals that will lead to ending homeless-
ness among our nation’s veterans so they can
once again be proud citizens.’’

The National Coalition for Homeless Vet-
erans (NCHV) has also endorsed this legisla-
tion. NCHV executive director Linda Boone
has said ‘‘this bill will become the platform to
address homeless veterans’ issues in the
107th Congress and we look forward to a con-
tinued active relationship between Ms. French
and Mr. EVANS towards the goal of ending
homelessness among our nation’s veterans.’’

I am proud to have the support of Ms.
French, major veterans organizations, and
community based providers of services to
homeless veterans. I urge my colleagues to
support and cosponsor H.R. 5311, the Heath-
er French Homeless Veterans Assistance Act
of 2000.

HEATHER FRENCH HOMELESS VETERANS
ASSISTANCE ACT OF 2000

SUMMARY OF H.R. 5311

1. Findings
2. National Goal to end homelessness

among Veterans within a decade
3. Establish the Homeless Veterans Advi-

sory Committee, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs

4. Requires annual meeting for Interagency
Council on Homeless

5. Evaluation of homeless programs
6. Changes in veterans equitable resource

allocation methodology
7. Grant program for homeless veterans

with special needs
8. Coordination of services for veterans at

risk of homelessness
9. Centers of Excellence in integrated men-

tal health services delivery
10. Expansion of authority for dental care
11. Programmatic expansions
12. Various Authorities
13. Temporary Assistance Grants
14. Emergency Homeless Grants
15. Technical Assistance Grants
16. Manufactured Housing Loans
17. Increase Homeless Veterans Reintegra-

tion Program annual authorization to $50
million

f

EXPRESSING SENSE OF HOUSE ON
PEACE PROCESS IN NORTHERN
IRELAND

SPEECH OF

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
express my strong support of House Resolu-
tion 547 and I commend my colleague, Con-
gressman Neal, for bringing this important
measure to the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, the last 4 years have brought
great change to Northern Ireland and we are
all hopeful that these changes will eventually
yield peace. Unfortunately, the devil is in the
details. One of the most glaring of these de-
tails is the matter of policing. If there is going
to be lasting peace in Northern Ireland, then
there must be reform of the Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary [RUC]—Northern Ireland’s police
force. The RUC is comprised of 92 percent
Protestant officers and human rights organiza-
tions have historically accused this police
force of brutality against Catholics in the re-
gion.

Without addressing this contentious and
complex problem, it will be impossible for
peace to reign in Northern Ireland. I might add

that the United States is no stranger to inci-
dents of police brutality. In fact, we have bills
pending in Congress which call for reforms of
police enforcement practices. We know in the
United States that if a community does not
have trust in the law enforcement charged
with policing them, then chaos and unrest will
rule. We must be consistent in our country
and when we call for peace in other countries,
like Northern Ireland. That is why I urge all of
my colleagues to vote in favor of House Reso-
lution 547.

This resolution encourages the British Par-
liament to follow the recommendations of the
Patten Report: To give the police force a new
name, new badges and symbols free of the
British or Irish states; to no longer fly the
Union flag at police stations; and, to substan-
tially increase the proportion of Catholic offi-
cers to 30 percent of the total force in 10
years.

If the parties involved in the peace agree-
ment can accept these recommendations and
implement them in a timely fashion, then I be-
lieve that they can achieve lasting peace in
Northern Ireland. Mr. Speaker, I urge all my
colleagues to support House Resolution 547.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BARBARA LEE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, Sep-
tember 25th, I was unavoidably detained in my
district.

On rollcall No. 487, H. Con. Res. 399, rec-
ognizing the 25th anniversary of the enact-
ment of the Education for All Handicapped
Children Act of 1975, had I been present, I
would have voted ‘‘yes’’.
f

STS. CYRIL AND METHODIUS
CHURCH CELEBRATES CENTEN-
NIAL

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to the enduring faith of the pa-
rishioners of Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church
in Edwardsville, Pennsylvania, which will cele-
brate the centennial anniversary of its found-
ing on October 22, 2000.

The parish has its roots in the immigration
of people from Slovakia who began to settle in
the Wyoming Valley in the late 1870s and
early 1880s. They came to the area upon
hearing of the abundant work in the coal
mines. At that time, there were no churches
specifically for people of Slovak descent, so
they attended churches where most of the
members’ first language was English.

Around 1885, a Slovak parish, St. Stephen’s
Church, was founded in Plymouth and many
people from the Edwardsville area traveled
there on foot for services on Sundays and
other holy days. However, this travel was dif-
ficult, especially in the winter months, and so
the Slovak people of Edwardsville joined to-
gether and began work to build their own
church.
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In September 1900, Bishop Michael J.

Hoban officiated at the dedication of Sts. Cyril
and Methodius Church on Grove Street in
Edwardsville. Until the winter of 1901, the pas-
tor of St. Stephen’s Church in Plymouth also
served as their pastor, when the arrival of Fa-
ther John Jedlicka gave the parishioners of
Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church their own
clergyman.

Father Jedlicka oversaw several modifica-
tions to the church structure, including the
tower and much of the interior, at a cost of
$1,400, quite a sum at the time. During his
tenure, the parish also purchased land on
Pringle Hill for a cemetery and started a four-
classroom school in the church basement.

In 1904, Father Jedlicka was replaced by a
newly ordained priest, who had to leave be-
cause he could not find a place to live. The
parishioners borrowed $3,000 to build a rec-
tory, which was completed in 1905, and Fa-
ther Jedlicka returned. That building still
stands today on the corner of Grove and
Hurbane streets in Edwardsville.

The following year, the parish tragically lost
its church building, dedicated only six years
before, in a fire. The current church on Zerbey
Avenue was built in 1907 to replace it.

In 1921, Father Jedlicka died and was re-
placed by Father Edward Bellas, who served
the parish for about eight years. He in turn
was replaced by Father Stephen Gurcik, who
was pastor until 1943, guiding the parish dur-
ing the difficult years of the Great Depression.
Many events were held to raise money, nota-
bly parish picnics, and finances began to im-
prove in the 1940s. Father Gurcik loved the
outdoors and often took the alter servers
camping. During his tenure, the parish also
sponsored a baseball team.

Father Joseph Podskoch served as pastor
from 1943 until his death in 1949. He held
bingo and other events to reduce the church’s
still-considerable debt. He was well-known in
Edwardsville and would often walk up and
down the streets to meet the people.

Father Michael Harvan, who became pastor
in 1949, instituted a ‘‘day’s wage’’ collection.
During his pastorate, a few parishioners made
sizable donations to the parish, and many im-
provements to the church were made. It also
became possible to pay all existing debts.
While pastor at Sts. Cyril and Methodius, Fa-
ther Harvan was honored by becoming a Mon-
signor, or Prelate of Honor to the Pope. Upon
his retirement in 1985, he left the parish with
a sizable amount in its savings account.

In 1985, Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church
was joined with St. Anthony of Padua Church
in Larksville, and both shared the same pas-
tor, Father Joseph Ziobro. Since Father Ziobro
lived at St. Anthony’s Rectory, the one at St.
Cyril and Methodius was sold at that time. Fa-
ther Ziobro worked hard to bring the two
churches together as one parish family.

In 1990, Father Ziobro was transferred and
Father Andrew Strish became pastor of the
two churches until he was transferred in 1996.
Father Bernard Evanofski then became pastor
of the two churches. Upon his arrival, it was
obvious that Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church
was in need of a new roof and other repairs.
Through a capital fund campaign and the gen-
erosity of the parishioners, all needed repairs
were made, including a new roof.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Sts. Cyril and
Methodius church continue to be active and
strongly supportive of all parish functions as

they celebrate both the centennial of the
church’s founding and the Great Jubilee of the
Year 2000. I salute them on the occasion of
this milestone anniversary, and I am pleased
to call their faith and service to the attention
of the House of Representatives.
f

PRESCRIPTION DRUG RELIEF

HON. RUBE
´
N HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000
Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, time is run-

ning out. We are coming down the home
stretch of the 106th Congress. Shortly we will
be returning home to our respective congres-
sional districts to report to our constituents
what we have accomplished these past 2
years. I would like to be able to say that we’ve
done something about the sky rocketing prices
of prescription drugs.

This has certainly been a priority for me.
This has defiantly been a priority for Demo-
crats. Sadly, there are some for whom this is
not a priority—and just who is going to pay the
price for this indifference. The answer is
America’s seniors. The one issue that I have
heard more about from senior citizens as well
as their sons and daughters, these past 2
years than any other, is the outrageous cost of
prescription drugs. I can’t even begin to count
the number of letters I have received, the
phone calls I have had and the people that
have come up to me when I am at home in
my district, all imploring me to pass prescrip-
tion drug legislation now.

The voices of seniors must be heard—Now.
I urge my colleagues in the House—lets pass
a prescription drug bill before we adjourn in
October of this congress. The Nation’s seniors
deserve more than rhetoric—they deserve ac-
tion.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JAMES E. ROGAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000
Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-

ably detained on the afternoon and evening of
September 26, 2000 and, therefore, was un-
able to attend any votes held during the pe-
riod. Had I been present, I would have voted
in the affirmative on every recorded vote.
These votes include: H.R. 1248—the Violence
Against Women Act; H.R. 2572—the Apollo
Exploration Award Act; H.R. 5117—the Miss-
ing Children Tax Fairness Act; H.J. Res.
109—making continuing appropriations for the
fiscal year 2001; H.R. 5175—the Small Busi-
ness Liability Relief Act; and H.R. 4292—the
Born Alive Infants Protection Act.
f

PEACE THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS
ACT OF 2000

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2000
Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, like all Members

of this body I share the hope that Israel and

its neighbors—including the Palestinians—will
negotiate a comprehensive and lasting peace.

In fact, recent news suggests that Pales-
tinian and Israeli negotiators may soon re-
sume their formal discussions.

Does America have a role to play in helping
the two sides reach a final settlement?

Of course we do.
As President Clinton has shown us—time

and again—American leadership makes the
difference.

But, as any mediator will tell you, there is a
difference between leading—and interfering.

The measure before us is interfering.
It will have only one effect: to polarize a

complex situation even further, and undermine
America’s ability to help the two sides come
together.

That doesn’t help the Israelis.
That doesn’t help the Palestinians.
And it certainly doesn’t help the cause of

peace.
In his recent speech before the United Na-

tions, Prime Minister Barak said: ‘‘We are
standing at the Rubicon and neither of us can
cross it alone.’’

Mr. Speaker, I for one believe America has
to be prepared to cross that Rubicon with
them.

But being a partner in helping to win peace,
does not give us the authority to dictate its
terms.
f

ANTI-SEMITIC NEWSPAPER
ARTICLE IN RUSSIA

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 27, 2000

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, the
fall of the Soviet Union saw the emergence of
open anti-Semitism in Russia. While the gov-
ernment was abandoning its official policy of
discrimination against Jews, anti-Semitism
was being resurrected by certain political and
social elements within Russian society, or
‘‘privatized,’’ as one observer put it.

Not that anti-Semitism is a distinctly Russian
phenomenon. Our own history has shown that
at times of economic difficulties or societal
challenge extremist figures and groups ped-
dling anti-Semitic or other hate philosophies
may arise within our midst.

Nevertheless, I was surprised and disturbed
when the Union of Councils for Soviet Jews
called my attention to a recent article in the
Russian newspaper Nezavisimaya Gazeta en-
titled ‘‘Strategy of ‘Globallization Leadership’
For Russia. First Priority Indirect Strategic Ac-
tions To Ensure National Security.’’ This article
was penned by a Mr. Alexandr Ignatov, the di-
rector of a think tank under the jurisdiction of
the Presidential Administration of Russia. In
his lengthy opus, the author asserts that the
activities of a ‘‘world government’’ are a key
influence on globalization processes, and that
a ‘‘Hasidic-paramasonic group’’ has usurped
power within this world government. Moreover,
this ‘‘Hasidic-paramasonic group’’ has alleg-
edly decided that Russia should be excluded
from leadership in the globalization process
and be viewed exclusively as a source of raw
materials for the ‘‘New World Order.’’

This ‘‘usurpation of power in the world gov-
ernment by the Hasidic-paramasonic group re-
quires immediate correction,’’ says Mr.
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